Chapter 2:  Population

A. Chapter Summary
In the late 1700s, Thomas Malthus sounded warning bells about the rapidly growing population in Great Britian.  He feared a massive famine would soon “check” the growing population, bringing widespread suffering.  Although the famine in Great Britain did not take place as he predicted, the rapidly growing world population made many more follow Malthus’ trajectory, issuing similar warnings about the population explosion over the last two centuries.

The growth rate of the world population has certainly slowed, but human suffering is not over yet.  Dozens of countries in stages 1 and 2 of the demographic transition face high death rates, and in stage 2, high birth rates as well.  Even in coundrties where the death rate is low, it is often because of horrid sanitary and medical conditions that lead to high infant and child mortality, diseases such as AIDS that ravage the population and orphan the young, or famines that governments deny and that global organizations cannot ameliorate.

Population pyramids illustrate that as wealthier countries worry about supporting their aging populations, poorer countries have problems of their own.  A high birth rate in a poor country does not necessarily mean overpopulation.  Often other conditions are so poor that they stay in stage 1 because of their high death rates, resulting in low growth.  Even poor countries that have lowered birth rates and their death rates, moving them into stage 2 or even stage 3, are constantly negotiating what is morally acceptable to their people and their cultures.

Geography offers much to the study of population.  Through geography we can see differences in population problems across space, how what happens at one scale affects what goes on at other scales, and how different cultures and countries approach population questions.

B. Chapter Outline

A. Field Note:  Where Are the Children
B. Key Questions

a. Where in the world do people live and why?

b. Why do populations rise and fall in particular places?

c. Why does population composition matter?

d. How do governments affect population change?

C. Where In The World Do People Live?

a. Physiologic Population Density

b. Population Distribution

c. World Population Distrubtion and Density

i. East Asia

ii. South Asia

iii. Europe

iv. North America

d. Reliability of Population Data

D. Why Do Populations Rise and Fall in Particular Places?

a. Population Growth at World, Regional, National, and Local Scales

i. Population Growth at the Regional and National Scales

ii. Population Growth at the Local Scale

b. The Demographic Transition in Great Britain

c. The Demographic Transition

i. Stage 1: Low Growth

ii. Stage 2: High Growth

iii. Stage 3: Moderate Growth

iv. Stage 4: Low Growth or Stationary Stage

d. Future Population Growth

E. Why Does Population Composition Matter?

a. Infant Mortality

b. Child Mortality

c. Life Expectancy

d. AIDS

e. The Maladies of Longer Life Expectancy

F. How Do Governments Affect Population Change?
a. Limitations

b. Contradictions

