Chapter 3: Migration


A. Chapter Summary
In the last 500 years, humans have traveled the globe, mapped it, connected it through globalization, and migrated across it.  In this chapter, we discussed major global, regional, and national migration flows.  Migration can occur as a result of a conscious decision, resulting in a voluntary migration flow, or migration can occur under duress, resulting in forced migration.  Both kinds of migration have left an indelible mark on the world and on its cultural landscapes.  Governments attempt to strike a balance among the need for migrant labor, the desire to help people in desperate circumstances, and the desire to stem the tide of migration.

As the world’s population mushrooms, the volume of migrants will expand.  In an increasingly open and interconnected world, neither physical nor politically motivated legislation will stem tides that are as old as human history.  Migrations will also further complicate an already complex global pattern – raising questions about identity, race, ethnicity, language, and religion, the topics we turn to in the next three chapters.

B. Chapter Outline

A. Key Questions

a. What is migration?

b. Why do people migrate?

c. Where do people migrate

d. How do governments affect migration?

B. What is Migration?

a. Cyclic movement

b. Periodic movement

c. Migration

C. Why Do People Migrate?

a. Forced Migration

b. Push and Pull Factors in Voluntary Migration

c. Types of Push and Pull Factors

i. Economic conditions

ii. Political circumstances

iii. Armed conflict and civil war

iv. Environmental conditions

v. Culture and traditions

vi. Technological advances

D. Where Do People Migrate
a. Global migration flows

b. Regional migration flows

i. Economic opportunities

ii. Reconnection of cultural groups

iii. Conflict and war

c. National migration flows

d. Guest workers

e. Refugees

i. Regions of dislocation

1. Sub-Sahara Africa

2. North Africa and Southwest Asia

3. South Asia

4. Southeast Asia

5. Europe

6. Other Regions

E. How Do Governments Affect Migration?

a. Legal restrictions

b. Waves of immigration in the United States

c. Post-September 11

