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In 1979, the National Population and Family Planning Commission in China enacted an ambitious program that called for strict population control. Families in various urban districts are urged to have only one child – preferably a son – in order to solve the problems related to overpopulation.  What has happened since then and what are its implications for the future of China?

Change of Rule

1. What happened in 1949? What happened under his rule?

2. Why were his trends reversed 3 years after his death?

How It Works

3. Couples are encouraged to have only ________ child.

4. If that child is born a _______, parents would be allowed to have a second child in order to hopefully bear a ________.

5. What happens if a couple’s second child is a girl?

Pressure From The Chinese Government

6. List 4 rewards for having only one child.

7. List 4 penalties for having more than one child.

8. What percentage of Chinese women has had at least one abortion?

9. In 2009 more than ___________ forced abortions were performed daily in China.

Exceptions to the Law

10. Name 5 groups with exceptions to the law.

11. In rural areas, the birth of a second child is only encouraged if spaced _________ years from the first.

How Do The Chinese Feel About The Policy?

12. 76% of the population supports the policy.  Discuss why they might support it?

13. Discuss why 24% of the population might be against the policy?

Has It Been Successful

14. From 1979 to 2010 an estimated _______________ births have been prevented due to the program.

15. Using the 2000 census data and the estimated prevented births data, what could China’s potential population be today without the policy?

16. Since the policy’s inception to 2010, the average number of children born to each woman in China fell by over _______.

17. China’s current TFR (Total Fertility Rate) is __________.

Implications About Gender
18. The current male to female ratio in China is? What are some of the causes for this high rate when compared to other industrialized countries?

