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Two Dramas in Slow Motion

1. What two demographic transformations is America in the midst of?
2. What shapes does America’s population pyramid change from and to from 1960-2060?

3. By 2060 America will have almost as many citizens over the age of 65 as under what age group?

America’s Racial Tapestry Is Changing

4. What was America’s white population percentage in 1960? What is it estimated to be by 2060?

5. Hispanics were 16% of the population in 2010.  What is their estimated population percentage in 2060?

6. What statement about the “Next America” did Coke, Chevy, and Cheerios make with their 2014 Super Bowl ads?

7. According to Mark Lopez, what percentage of newlyweds today are interracial?

8.  What is the percentage of interracial marriages by Hispanics and Asians?

9. According to Paul Taylor, what was the estimated ratio of interracial marriages in 1961? What are they estimated to be today?
Immigration Is Driving Our Demographic Makeover
10. What do immigrants tend to have a lot of?

11. Immigrants are projected to make up what percentage of the American population by 2050?

Changing Perception of ‘Mixed Race’
12. If whites only marry interracially in 1 of 10 marriages (the lowest rate of all racial groups), then how do whites account for 70% of all interracial marriages?

13. Which race is least likely to think of President Obama as mixed race? Discuss why this is?

The Generational Divide

14. What are generations shaped by?

The Silent Generation

15. What ration of this generation is white?

The Baby Boomers

16. What two big events were the Boomers born between?

17. What cultural revolutions were the Boomers responsible for?

18. How many Boomers are turning 65 every day between now and 2030?

Generation X

19. What are Gen Xers a product of?

20. Gen Xers tend to be politically/economically _________ and socially ___________

Who Are the Millennials?
21. What percentage of Millennials are non-white?

22. Name some characteristics of Millenials?

23. What percentage of Millenials have “boomeranged” back to their childhood homes? Why?

The Age, Race Voting Gaps

24. What percentage of groups voted for Obama in 2012?

Millenials: 

Gen Xers: 

Boomers: 

Silent: 

25. What percentage of voters supported Obama in 2012? 
Whites:  

Blacks: 
Asians & Hispanics: 
Liberal Youth, Conservative Elders

26. The silent generation tends to be supporters of what type of government?

27. Millenials, at least so far, tend to be supporters of what type of government?

28. What are two social issues that Millenials tend to stand out on their favorable views of compared to previous generations?

The Young Are Less Religiously Affiliated
29. What percentage of each generation has no religious affiliation?

Millenials: 
Gen Xers: 

Boomers: 

Silents:
30. Discuss why Millenials might have less religious affiliation than previous generations?

The Technology Gap
31. Today’s young are the first generation of what? 

32. Discuss how this separates them from previous generations.

The Showdown

We Have a Big Challenge Ahead

33. Explain the dilemma of entitlement programs with the changing demographics in America.

Support for Retirement
34. Why is there nearly unanimous support for Social Security and Medicare?
Saving the Safety Net

35. What was the ratio of workers to beneficiaries in 1945? In 1950? In 2010?

36. By 2030 when all Boomers will draw benefits, what will the worker to beneficiary ratio be?

37.  What percentage of Millenials say they expect to receive full benefits from Social Security when they retire?  What percentage of Millenials believe they will get no benefit from Social Security? Discuss why the Millenials believe this.

Over the Horizon

38. How much of the federal budget will the cost of our retirement programs soon exceed?

39. What budgetary programs are being squeezed because of the rising costs of retirement programs?

40. There is a real generational equity dilemma between supporting our aging populations and providing a better future for Millenials and their children.  Despite this there is little concern over generational conflict because the young and old like each other too much.  Explain why.

